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Synopsis

Wabori, Traditional Japanese Tattoo is an unprecedented collection of interviews from the most
prestigious and influential masters of the craft. Included are hundreds of photos from top photo
journalists, as well as archival material from the masters albums. The work shown in the book spans
4 decades. The full length interviews give great insight into some of the more subterranean,
underworld aspects of Japanese tattooing, as well as the technical aspects of their craft.Japanese
traditional tattoos are typified by a single large narrative or symbolic subject taken from Japanese
iconography, which is often embellished with other complimentary elements. The motifs used range
from protagonists from folkloric tales, religious deities, to animals -- both mythical and real -- which
are then complimented with flowers and maple leaves, and smaller iconography, taking into account
the seasonal compatibility of the main subject. While there are many tattoo cultures all over the
world, Japanese tattoos are certainly some of the most powerful, aesthetic and holistically balanced,
and are nothing short of breathtaking when seen in the flesh.This book will look at the tattooing
tradition that is a continuation of the Edo period tattoo culture, however, there are many regional
cultures and communities that have their own culture of tattooing that have existed autonomously
from the Edo traditional tattoos. Included are interviews with a woodblock artisan, and the daughter
of a yakuza boss who has full body tattoos to show the perspective of a client. This book will inform
people wanting to know the relation between the underworld and tattoos and how this relationship is
shifting. Japanese tattoos are some of the most popular tattoo styles internationally and this book
will give the reader a glimpse into a hidden and inaccessible world, described with candor from the
mouths of the masters themselves. This book will be an indispensable addition to any tattoo artists
or aficionados collection. This book is the result of 8 years worth of getting acquainted with, and
interviewing these masters from various regions of Japan, from the South Kyushu island, to the

Kansai region, to Tochigi, to Tokyo.
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Customer Reviews

| paid A A£57 for this book in the UK (almost $100 US)For that, | would expect a hardback
masterpiece!Now | know this is paperback and | don’t mind that but contents wise, it’s really not that
different from other Horimono books on the market. The photos are OK but | would not say
stunning. The interviews with the artists always seem to ask questions about Yakuza - who cares?
I'd rather hear questions about the art of tattooing; decisions about patterns, colours, motifs etc.l've
so far only read 3 interviews with my favourite artists. They were mildly revealing but not much
depth was covered.Still, if you are into Horimono then this book must be added to the collection.l
intend to get one done one day so preparing the tattoo in my mind is of utmost importance! This
book has helped with confirming which artist | prefer and it also has enough picture examples to

give lots of ideas.Contact information for the tattoo artists would have been useful.

Excellent book with stunning photos. | would have given it 5 stars if the cover had been thinker. Not

sure if it falls under "hard cover".

wonderful photos and nice interviews with the artists. Highly recommended for anyone with an

intrest in japanese tattooing

Absolutely beautiful book.

Great book
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